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in this connection to pause for a moment and reflect upon the
succession of Prime Ministers and of Governments that has
tlken place in England since I became Viceroy nearly three
years ago. Mr. Ramsay Macdonald, who has so recently
attained his present exalted office, is the fourth Prime Minister
with whom I have served during my period of office as Viceroy.
None of these Governments has wavered for one moment
regarding the policy of the Reforms in India. Each in suc-
cession has immediately accepted the policy of the Reforms as
the rock foundation of British policy in India. Governments
may, and doubtless always will, vary as regards details of
administration and may differ in opinion regarding the stages
of progression and periods of advance, but the cardinal policy
of the Reforms remains the same for all. It is the policy of the
British Nation and not of any party. I commend these facts
to the consideration of those, if there be any, who may still
regard the promises held out as illusory and never to be
fulfilled.

I came to India charged with the solemn duty of carrying
out those Reforms, inspired by the earnest desire to make them
a success and imbued with the firm determination to carry
forward the conception along the road to further stages in its
ultimate development, I have anxiously watched the con-
solidation of the foundations, I have seen the first courses of
the edifice of Parliamentary institutions and traditions, and I
stand pledged to carry onward the erection of the structure and
to continue the building in the full hope of its ultimate com-
pletion. But be it remembered that the successful issue of
the Reforms cannot depend solely upon the intentions and
actions of His Majesty's Government or the Viceroy or the
Government of India, or of all combined. The future must
largely depend upon the people of India and the actions of the
Legislature, A first stage was passed when the first Assembly
was dissolved. My own appreciation of the value of the
achievements of the first Legislative Assembly and of the
Council of State was expressed in my prorogation speech*

AN ESSENTIAL CONDITIOK

We have now entered upon a second stage by the election of
the New Assembly* I look and hope for contmuance by the
New Assembly of the same valuable tradition* for continuity is
an essential condition of well-ordered political progress, A
considerable advance has been made on the road* Many